T.dR. Mondav March 11, 1985
Dear Familv. A

Isn’t it wonderful to receive vour inheritance while your parents are still alive to thank! Thank vou Father and Mother!

It is such a relief to oav off our debts and have. for the first tise. some long-term savings. (we’ll still need the interest
from the savings to balance our monthlv budoet. but we were able to keeo out some “mad monev". and boy has it been fun to use. We
let the kids have 5% of their inheritance to use before thev’re 18. and it’s been interestino to see how they use it. The house is
full of "Star Wars® stuff and porcelain dolls. Swing sets (parental "guidance" for Anthonv and Soencer) are coming up. and bikes
and radios, of course. Tracv & lina are sitting on theirs: big plans brewing, I suppose. Mary hasn’t soent much of hers because
everything she wants costs too much. (A waterbed in the loft seess out of the question.) Betsv and I have a.new waterbed (the old
one gave just before the sale of Mega). a video cameraj, a new freezer and fridge. and Betsy got a‘?reat deal on a White sewina
nachine that can sew through armor plate; such as the kind needed to patch Robert’s jeans. We're also planning to get a small used
economy car. We really don’t need a second car since Bruce Casmpbell, Monte Russel, and I each chipped in $300 to buy a little
Datsun to comsute to work in, but we figured a second, small car will save us a lot in gas.

HT just completed his debut as a meaber of the cﬂorus {*sovina prop") in the Orea Hioh School production of “Once uoon a
Mattress.” We got most of his "scenes” on video camera --what a nifty invention! IZina supervised props for the olay and had it
down to a science. It's their last play this year; however-- too hard on parents. Thev're havino a wonderful time goino part-time
to school and made the honor roll, despite sy warnings thev wouldn’t be asoroaching their education properly if they didn™t get an
"F* or two. Helps with our credibility with the neighbors as miscreant home schoolers, however. Betsy recently picked up a copy
of the "Harbrace Collese Workbook" at D.I. and Tracy has been devouring it. We are now afflicted with a child capable of
correcting our gramsar. I don’t think there’s a subiect that doesn’t interest him. Rioht now he’s tryina to get me to take hiam ice
fishing for perch at Deer Creek reservair. lina is havina great trials because she can’t sees to get a big enough testimony of
"autual®, though her testimonv of --and livino of-- the Bospel is coming along wonderfully. She’s just not imeature enouch for her
age. The bishapric is very understanding of her, however. We're hoping maybe she can get a job in the nursery during that difticult
hour. (She’d really rather go to Relief Societv with Betsy, but we’re not quite obnoxious enouch to try for that "indulgence.”)

Mary loves mutual and appears to be esbarrassinoly normal in her peer {flationships. Still manages to stay sweet, however.

She is grateful she doesn’t ride the bus hose from Jr. H{zh (Betsy picks heg\gach day after her half-day) as on the two occasions
she has, she has been kicked and spit upon by "admiring” boys.

Today Betsy received an official brass P.T.A. key chain for helping to judge children’s cospositions in the annual
"Reflections® contest. There were sose really isaginative entries this year, and a few real duds. I especially liked one about
eggs and how fascinatino thev were to contemplate as the child stalled to avoid eatiqa thes. If our kids were in the public
schools Betsy wouldn’t qualify as a judge, of course. As it is. she olans to dangle her key chain whenever she feels her
aforementioned credibility threatened.

I"s waiting with baited breath to be released as elders’ quorua president, as I recently told ey new high council advisor that
I wouldn’t give hia a report before the last Sunday of each month listing which of my brethren hadn’t done their hose teachiqj yet.
Told him I didn’t reallv want to know, svself, if 1t would be discouraging to them, and that I certainly didn’t want their ndme
circulating on a list of "bad quys.® 1've had such wonderful results backing off from beine a “mother hen® to mv wife and
children! It’s been overwhelaing to me how wonderfully thev respond to the tiny amounts of faith, lave. trust, interest,
encouracesent, understanding, freedos, etc.. that I'a squeezing like blood from this “tyoe A" turnip of a personality of mine. that
I thousht I'd try applyina it in my church calling. I think I made a mistake, though, to tell him I wouldn’t do it. I should have
Just said “sure, vou bet® and then never turned the reports in. Then he would have just worried about my incomoetence instead of ay
obstinance.

Thank goodness I have an understandine BishoR. When I told him I iust wasn’t comfortable anymore with the concept of
*management” or “supervision® in the Priesthood, he told me I wouldn’t have to ask them for reports. He iust wanted se to visit and
call my brethren reoularly, show a real interes{ in them, encourage them, and I'd know well enough how things are going. And it
works!
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I’m sick home today with the flu. Last week ay "do list" at work was becoming so unmanageable that I put it on a data base on
the comouter and gave each of my 30 or so present tasks a priority and a date. Friday I looked at the week’s list and chanﬂed a lot
of "3/8’s" to "3/14". But how do vou schedule ‘get sick"?

Recentlv I've called two new quorua instructors, but I still take turns with thes, as I can’t give uo my one fun Church job
cunnletelg. Yesterday I taucht the lesson on how a husband and wife can becose one, and had a really good time teaching it, as it’s
been a subiect I've been working on with sose degree of success. Referred tg a coluan bv Brent Barlow in the Feb 7-8 Deseret News
which I passed out a few weeks ago entitled "Can 72.300 wives all be wrong®. in which he referred to a survey bv Ann Landers: “Would
vou be content to be held close and treated tenderly and forget about ’the act’?" nearlv 100.000 women responded, and 724 said
"YES." He then referred to an ear19'§ﬁrvey he had conducted himself, in which 100 women had helped him cospile a “profile of a
loving husband.” He took their suggestions, cosbined thea into 10 items, and asked 200 other women to rank them in order; the
results were: 1: He comsunicates eifectivefy with me bv both talkiq¥ and listening. 2: He expresses his love both
by word and action. 3: He expresses affection by touch without sexual overtones. 4: He takes an active part in rearigg and
disciplining our children. 3: He helps me attain my spiritual needs. 6: He is concerned about my changing intellectual,
eaotional, social, and phvsical needs. 7: He encourages rather than discourages my individual endeavors. 8: He often spends time
alone with me without interruptions or distractions. 9: He gives genuine helo around the house without beina asked and without
comglaining. 10: He helps me attain sexual satisfaction in our relationshir. “So wives." he concluded: “the next time vou want to
cuddle a bit, clip out this article and put it under your hushand’s pillow.”

g tf thu;;:t that was pretty interesting, so [ checked these priorities with my own grivate survey. The entire grouo of one said:
"that’s right."®

S0 in our lesson we discussed President Kiaball’s favorite scripture on marriage: Echesians 5:23 "Husbands, love vour wives,
even as Christ also loved the churchy and gave himself for it." We read President McKay’s statement: Woman’s mission and throne is
the family, and if anvthing is withheld that would make her more efficient, useful, or happy in that sphere, she is wronged and has
not her rights.® 1 asked: "what does that mean?" and someone responded: "buy your wife a microwave,” which 1 thoucht was a oretty
good answer, as we’ve been throush 9 children and X thousand baby bottles that could have been efficiently warmed and still don’t
have one. 1 guess the point is to get vour wife what feels she wants and needs, not Just what you think micht be "good” for her
in your immensurate wisdoa. /

I added, "How about something ‘completely impractical’, such as roses?” They're so expensive, and they don’t even last long.
After all, couldn’t that money be used for the goor, or for investsent, or some other "more worthy" use? But the answer came right
from the scriptures: (John 12:8: "For the poor always ye have with yous but me ye have not always®.) Note that it was Judas who
decried,"waste” of the flagrantly expensive cintment the woman used on the Savior.

It’s reallv sarvelous what such a "waste" can do for the "waster®. The day of the stockholder’s meeting, I gave Betsy sowe 5
roses. “For sixteen wonderful years. for nine wonderful children. but mostly . . . for me.® And it reallv did a lot for se,
besides making her feel pretty nice.

This inheritance has given me a few anxious moments, as I fretted with the ’burden’ of this resegnsihilitx, the "quilt’ of such
wealth, and other such nonsense, but after 1 stopped sif{iqg on it and fretting about it and started putting it to good use, it
became a lot of fun. Hove you all have fun with yours, too!

Love.

A

Tracy dr. A
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